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Alex Antoniou’s PhD focuses on the new criminal offence of possession
of extreme pornographic images. He was awarded a Degree in Law by
the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens in 2006 and studied
journalism (PDipJ) in Athens too. In 2008, he completed his LLM in Media
Law at The City Law School and he was awarded a Masters in Cultural
and Creative Industries by King’s College London a year later. He is also
enrolled as an Advocate with the Athens Bar Association. Furthermore,
Alex has worked as a Researcher for The Sorrell Foundation on the ‘De-
signing Out Crime’ project, which was undertaken in partnership with the
Home Office, Design Against Crime Alliance and the Design Council. He
also teaches Legal Method, English Legal System and Media Law. Fi-
nally, Alex has considerable conference participation and his research
interests lie in obscenity legislation, pornography and free speech, as
well as in sexual explicitness in print advertising.

Arpita Das is a social worker and researcher with interests in the areas
of sexuality, gender, violence, intersexuality, and disability. She has an
MA in Women’s and Gender Studies from Europe and an MA in Social
Work from India. Her professional experiences have included working
on gender-based violence, LGBT rights, and sexual and reproductive
rights in South and Southeast Asia. In her MA dissertation she attempted
to understand, from a biopolitical perspective, how intersexuality is con-
structed within law and policy discourses; her most recent publication
was a co-authored paper on the lesbian and gay rights movement in
India. Currently she is based in India, working as a consultant on issues
of gender-based violence, and sexuality education.

Isabelle Dussauge is a researcher at the Centre for Gender Research,
Uppsala University. Her work deals with neuroscience, medicine’s visual
culture, historical relations between feminism and biology, as well as the
early computerization of health care. Her current main project, ‘Brain De-
sires’, explores the neurosciences of sexuality and their cultural appeal.

Lena Eckert is assistant professor at the Media Faculty at Bauhaus-
University Weimar in Germany. She received her PhD in Gender Studies
from the University of Utrecht and studied and taught at Humboldt Uni-
versity in Berlin, Leeds University and Essex University. Lena’s research



interests are located in the areas of Gender Studies, Queer Theory, Post-
colonial Studies, Anthropology, the History and Critique of Science, Gen-
der-Media Studies, Psychoanalysis, Education, Anarchist Theory and
the interconnections between these disciplines. She co-edited the online
journal Liminalis. Journal for gender emancipation and resistance and
the edited collection Bound and Unbound: Interdisciplinary Approaches
to Genders and Sexualities (CSP 2008). Among her publications are
‘Postanarchism and the contrasexual practices of the cyborg in dildotopia
or “The War on the Phallus” in Anarchism & Sexuality (Routledge 2011)
and ‘Intersexualization and queer anarchist future” in Queer Futures. Re-
considering Ethics, Activism, and the Political (Ashgate 2013).

Ayisigi Hale Gonel is currently doing research for the Encyclopaedia
of Istanbul, having graduated with distinction from Istanbul Bilgi Univer-
sity for a dissertation on gendered name-bashing in high schools. Upon
graduation, Gonel was admitted to Lund University where she recently
received an MS in Social Studies of Gender. Interested in queer epis-
temologies, interdisciplinary queer methods, everyday formations of
pansexual identity and historical queer texts, Gonel is currently working
on homoerotic poetry and the underclass fetish in Ottoman Istanbul.

Michelle Hutchinson Grondin is a third year history PhD student at
Western University Canada researching sexual education in Ontario dur-
ing the 1960s and 1970s. Currently she is analyzing NFB sexual educa-
tion films and their portrayal of sexual morality and gender norms. She
has also contributed to the Canadian textbook Destinies and is a teach-
ing assistant for a second year Canadian history course.

Freya Johnson Ross is an associate tutor and PhD candidate at the
University of Sussex. Her research interests include social policy and sex
education, post-structural, gender and feminist theory.

Annelies Kleinherenbrink is a PhD candidate at the Amsterdam School
of Cultural Analysis, which is part of the University of Amsterdam in the
Netherlands. She holds an MSc in Clinical Psychology and an MA in
Comparative Women’s Studies in Culture and Politics. Her research pro-
ject focuses on possible connections and disconnections between femi-
nist theory (with a focus on new feminist materialism) and scientific ac-
counts of sexual difference (with a focus on evolutionary psychology and
cognitive neuropsychology).



Ebtihal Mahadeen is a doctoral researcher at the Centre for Women’s
Studies in the University of York, UK. Ebtihal is interested in the inter-
section of gender, sexuality, and media studies from Arab and Islamic
perspectives. Having recently submitted her thesis on representations
of virginity in Jordanian online media, she is now working as a research
consultant with the Arab Foundation for Freedoms and Equality and as a
research fellow with the Council for British Research in the Levant. Ebti-
hal has organised the Arab Women, Media, and Sexuality international
conference hosted by the Centre for Women’s Studies in York in May
2012.

Agata Pacho completed her BA in Media and Sociology and her MA in
Gender and Culture, both at Goldsmiths University of London. Currently,
she is a PhD student in Sociology at Goldsmiths. Her research is looking
at HIV care in Poland and the UK. Her project is funded by the Econom-
ic and Social Research Council. In addition, it received the Phil Strong
Memorial Prize from the British Sociological Association. agatapacho@
hotmail.com, website: http://www.gold.ac.uk/csisp/members/goldsmiths-
members/pachoagata/

Ellen Zitani recently earned her PhD in Modern European History at the
City University of New York Graduate Center. Currently she works as
adjunct faculty in the Department of History at University of South Florida
St Petersburg (USFSP).
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